
Finding Funding for Grad School 

Summary of Presentation 

Get the goods on graduate school funding from Megan Palsa, Director of Recruitment, Retention, and 

Marketing in the Office of Graduate Studies at Texas A&M University. In this podcast, she gives an 

overview on how to find and compete for fellowships. She also discusses how to search for “custom-fit” 

fellowships and prepare a competitive application. “Great information and the presenter was very 

knowledgeable.” 

Time of Podcast:  50:24 

Speaker Biography 

Megan Palsa is Director of Recruitment, Retention, and Marketing in the Office of Graduate Studies at 
Texas A&M, College Station, where she works with faculty, staff, and administrators to coordinate and 
implement the Merit, Diversity and Pathways Fellowship programs for all new incoming graduate 
students. She also assists nominated students in processing their fellowships and award acceptances.   

Intended Audience: Graduate students and those thinking about grad school, including undergraduates 

who will be graduating and teachers working on a master’s or doctorate. 

Objectives: 

 How to find funding. 

 How to complete for fellowships. 

 How to prepare a competitive application. 

Pre-Questions:  

What method of instruction are you considering for graduate school – online, on campus, blended?  Will 

you be attending full time or part-time?  What type of funding are interested in? 

Questions to Answer During or Immediately After the Webcast: 

1. When should you apply for grants/assistantships and university admission or vice versa?   
2. Are teaching assistantships (TA) available on all campuses?  Where in a college/university are 

research assistantships awarded?   
3. Who decides the research focus for research assistantships?   
4. Define cost sharing and cost matching.   
5. What are the common funding statuses, full-time or part-time?    
6. Do the presented funding sources apply to online or campus coursework?  Do you pay taxes on 

grants and other aid?  Are there other funding sources for students at the end of their studies, 
during dissertation, and post-doctoral?   

7. Are a student’s earning considered for assistantships?   
8. What is turnaround time to hear a response to submitted applications?  Are there assistantships 

funded by the United Nations? 



Questions for Further Exploration:  

What resources are available for international students?   

What other funding sources have you seen?   

 

Self-Reflection, Enrichment, and Extension Ideas:  

What skills, talents, and interests do you possess to apply and/or search for select grants, assistantships, 

scholarships?   

Talk to financial aid personnel where you plan to attend and find out exactly what their procedures are. 

Also check with the Dean of the school and get particulars for the School of Education. 

Additional Recommended KDP Resources: 

Connect with the KDP Grad Lounge page on Facebook! Find lots of resources and help. 

https://www.facebook.com/KDPGradlounge  

Also log into KDP Global and head to the Graduate Student Community: 

http://my.kdp.org/Communities/ViewCommunities/GroupDetails/?CommunityKey=31ca53da-7694-

489a-bc35-48cbb677d745  

Apply for Graduate Scholarships from KDP: http://www.kdp.org/graduate/graddoctoralscholarships.php  

Choosing a graduate program: http://www.kdp.org/graduate/graddoctoralprograms.php  

Other Webcasts 

Pemberton, Cynthia Lee A. A “How-to” Guide for the Education Thesis/Dissertation Process. 

Wilkins, Elizabeth A. & Ruiter, Keon. 5 Tips for Getting Published. 

Williams, Roxanne. Writing a Dissertation: Am I Ready for This? 

 

 

***Download the podcast (audio) and PowerPoint separately and advance the PowerPoint slides as the 

speaker talks. 
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