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What is creativity?





Definition

Creativity is developing 
original and appropriate 
thoughts, works, or 
results. 



Why does creativity 
matter? 



Tips



Evaluation
Creativity Cultivator:  
Encourage students to 
critique their own work and 
continue to work until they 
are satisfied.

Creativity Crusher: External 
evaluation (even when 
positive) often inhibits 
creativity. 



Motivation
Creativity Cultivator: 
Intrinsic motivation tends to 
promote creativity.

Creativity Crusher: Both 
punishments and rewards 
are external motivators 
which typically do not 
encourage creativity.  



Personal Choice
Creativity Cultivator:  Give 
students real choices in 
what they learn and the 
educational products they 
create.

Creativity Crusher: Without 
personal choice, people tend 
to become disengaged and 
aren't able to develop their 
creativity. 



Time
Creativity Cultivator: Allow 
students to continue to 
work on their ideas and 
products until they are 
satisfied.  Give students the 
opportunity to revisit 
previous projects and revise 
their work/ideas.   

Creativity Crusher: Working 
under tight time constraints 
tends to limit creativity.  



Conflict
Creativity Cultivator:  
Conflict about a task can 
contribute to creativity and 
engagement.

Creativity Crusher:  
Psychological or 
interpersonal conflict 
impedes creativity. 



Strategies
Attribute Listing

Creative Comparisons
Role Play and Simulations

SCAMPER
Problem Finding and Solving



What do you think?
How would you respond to the 

following statements?



"In our high-
stakes-testing 
environment, 
teachers can't 

focus on 
creativity."



“Creativity 
is mostly 

for classes 
like art or 

music."



“Creativity is 
such an 

individual 
process that 

students won't 
work well 
together on 

creative projects.”



“Some people 
are naturally 
creative. I 
am just not 
a creative 
person.”



Final Thoughts



Take Risks

“To live a creative life, we must lose our fear 
of being wrong.”

- Joseph Chilton Pearce



Focus on 
Improvement

"I can never stand 
still. I must explore 
and experiment. I 
am never satisfied 
with my work. I 
resent the 
limitations of my 
own imagination."



Creativity Matters!

“As competition intensifies, the need for 
creative thinking increases. It is no longer 
enough to do the same thing better . . . no 
longer enough to be efficient and solve 
problems” 

— Edward de Bono



Questions?


