


What do we know about 
publishing? 



Purpose of this Presentation 

We will discuss: 

 the process of publishing 

 how to find a publication outlet 

common pitfalls 

helpful tips and ideas 



To get you thinking questions 

0 Why do you want to publish?  

0 What are the advantages/disadvantages of peer-
reviewed journals, open-source journals, or editorial 
review journals? 

0 Why is it important to be familiar with a journal’s 
acceptance rate, readership, and editorial views? 

0 How do you find a journal that is the perfect “fit” for 
you? 

 



Poll question #1 

0 Have you ever submitted a manuscript for 
publication? 

A. Yes, and it was accepted 

B. Yes, and it was rejected 

C. Yes, and I’m in the process of revising & 
resubmitting 

D. No, I’ve never submitted a manuscript 

 



Poll Question #2 

0 Why do you want to publish? 

A. To “publish or perish” 

B. To share your ideas with other educators 

C. To contribute to the research field 

D. Other reasons 



Outline of the Presentation 

  Know your reasons for publishing   

  Identify Innovative Ideas 

   Research Background Information 

   Look for an Outlet 

   Document your Process 

   Draft an Outline 

   Get Feedback from Colleagues 

   Submit the Manuscript 

   Survive the Review Process 

   Celebrate 

 



Know Your Reasons for 
Publishing 

0 To “publish or perish” 

0 To share your ideas with other educators 

0 To contribute to the field  

0 Other reasons? 



Identify Innovative Ideas 

• What are you doing that is novel? 

• In what ways are you making new connections? 

• Are you integrating subjects, standards, curriculum in 
an interesting way? 

• Is there a partner colleague that would have expertise 
you are looking for? 

• What’s your goal in developing and sharing this idea? 



Research Background 
Information 

• What has already been published in this area? 

• What connections can you find between your work 
and 
• published articles? 

• current research? 

• current curricula? 

• learning theories? 

 

• Make sure your goal is clearly defined. What is your 
research question or goal? 



Look for an Outlet 

• Calls for Manuscripts 

• Are there outlets that would be interested in your 
ideas? 

• Subject area journals 

• Regional/State/National/International journals 

• Conferences 

• Read articles or attend presentations at the outlets 
you think are promising. 

• Review for the journal you are targeting. 



Cabell’s Directories of 
Publishing Opportunities 

www.cabells.com  

http://www.cabells.com/


Possible Outlets 

 Look for in-house journals 

 Practitioner journals 

 Research Journals 

 Regional journals 

 Conferences 



KDP Publications 

0 www.kdp.org  

 

http://www.kdp.org/
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This report describes a collection of instructional tasks developed and piloted with students from 

second through fourth grade as part of a four-year longitudinal study. These tasks were 

developed to help students progress to higher levels of thinking in measurement. In addition to 

describing the tasks and their purpose, we provide student responses to these tasks from 

individual interviews with eight students. The process of developing and piloting these tasks has 

been beneficial for us as a research team and has caused us to reorganize our thinking about the 

teaching and learning of measurement. 

 

Introduction 
The technical skills needed to measure accurately and precisely are important in many 

aspects of our everyday lives. We as teachers should strive to help students develop these 

necessary skills so that they can function well as adults. However, to focus only on the procedure 

of measurement is not sufficient. The conceptual understanding required to comprehend the 

foundations of measurement is imperative to developing a coherent and flexible notion of a unit, 

which applies not only to length, area, and volume but also to less physical measurements 

including rates and ratios in general. Unfortunately, many students struggle with even the most 

basic of measurement tools, the ruler (Lehrer & Schauble, 2000, Bragg & Outhred, 2004, & 

Cannon, 1992), that suggests a disconnect between numerical measurements and the unit 

iteration process. This disconnect should be seen as a warning to researchers to “question the 

depth of students’ understanding of coordinate systems, function graphing, locus problems, and 

theorems about lengths or distances” (Battista, 2007, p. 902). 

Although this report discusses a set of measurement tasks and student responses to these 

tasks, our main purpose is to describe a framework for developing measurement tasks based on 

reflective analysis of student responses. The tasks we present here have been developed as the 

result of our work testing and modifying a set of hypothetical learning trajectories for 

measurement (Clements & Sarama, 2009). According to Simon (1995), a hypothetical learning 

trajectory consists of three components: “the learning goal, the learning activities, and the 

thinking and learning in which the students might engage” (p. 133). We used the learning 

trajectory to focus our attention on key ideas in measurement, such as unit, comparison, 

quantification, and ratio, as we designed tasks.  

 

Methodology 
The learning activities described in this report were developed as part of a teaching 

experiment (Steffe & Thompson, 2000). The teaching experiment consisted of multiple teaching 

episodes in which the research team developed a set of tasks for the student, made predictions 





Look for an Outlet: Hints & Tips 

0 Be familiar with the journal   

0 “Voice” of the journal 

0 Organization, structure, format 

0 Who is your audience? 

0 Read author guidelines carefully 

0 Review the review board 

0 Look for upcoming themed issues or special 
publications 

 



Document your Process 

• Keep your goal in mind as you work on your project 

• Obtain permission from participants, collaborators, 
students/parents (work samples, pictures, etc.) 

• IRB Approval may be required 

• Some journals have their own permission forms 

• Collect student work, lesson plans, assessments, 
pictures 

• Keep accurate records of what happened and what 
modifications you would suggest 



Draft an Outline 

• Look at other articles/presentations that are in your target 
outlet and consider the guidelines. 
• What is the voice of the journal? (Practicing teachers, 

administrators, etc. 

• What is your story? What idea do you want to share with 
others?  
• Make sure you can answer “So What?”. Reviewers need to be 

able to answer this question.  

• Describe your goal and make connections to the 
background research you found. 

• What evidence do you have that this was effective? 
• What modifications would you suggest to other people? 



Get Feedback from Colleagues 

• Ask trusted colleagues/peers to review your 
manuscript.  

• Does the manuscript flow? 

• At what points is the manuscript unclear? 

• Are there adequate “sign posts” to direct the reader 
through the manuscript? 

• Allow plenty of time (your colleagues/peers are busy!) 



Submit the Manuscript 

• Did you meet ALL guidelines for the manuscript? 

• Word count/page limit 

• Electronic/paper submission (create a MC acct) 

• Blind review (do not identify yourself) 

• Form and style? 

 

• Keep in mind the deadlines for some manuscript 
submissions. 

 



Survive the Review Process 

• Common types of feedback: 

• Reject 

• Accept as is (possibly with minor revisions) 

• Revise and resubmit (often for another round of peer 
reviews) 



Reject 

0 Read reviewers’ comments carefully 

0 Try not to take it personally 

0 Consider another outlet 

 



Reject: 

Dear Author, 
 
Thank you for submitting your work to NAME OF JOURNAL. We would like to 
inform you that the review of your manuscript entitled "MANUSCRIPT TITLE” is 
now complete. 
 
Please find included the reviews of your manuscript. After careful consideration of 
the reviews and a discussion of your manuscript in our editorial meeting, we 
regret to inform you that we have decided not to accept your manuscript for 
publication in NAME OF JOURNAL. 
 
The reviewers noted that the topic of your manuscript was interesting. However, 
the reviewers agreed that the purpose of the manuscript, “to expand knowledge of 
current practices,” was not achieved. In addition, the reviewers noted concerns 
with the lack of analysis of the data and the limited connections to classroom 
practice. 
 
The reviewers have written very insightful and detailed comments. They are 
encouraging and provide many suggestions for possible directions for your work. 
We hope these reviews are helpful in the further development of your ideas.  
 
Sincerely, 
 
EDITORS 



Accept As Is… 

0 Congratulations! (This is very uncommon!) 

0 Follow ALL directions very carefully 

0 Minor revisions 

0 Permission forms 

0 Author bio/picture 

0 Special journal features (discussion questions, web 
resources, etc.) 

0 Pay attention to deadlines! 



Revise and Resubmit 

0 Read reviewers’ comments very carefully 

0 Decide how to handle each suggestion (sometimes 
conflicting) 

0 Make changes 

0 Write a response letter addressing each change 

0 Ask colleague/peer for feedback 

0 Meet deadlines! 



Revise and Resubmit  
Dear (Author): 
 
Thank you for submitting your manuscript entitled "MANUSCRIPT TITLE” to NAME OF 
JOURNAL. We would like to inform you that the review of your manuscript is now 
complete and our decision follows. 
 
This manuscript is of strong interest to us. Your work addresses a timely and important 
topic to our readers, but we do not feel at this juncture it is quite ready for publication. 
Thus, we invite you to make revisions and resubmit your manuscript for a second round 
of peer review. Included below are the comments of distinguished members of our 
Editorial Review Board. Each reviewer makes substantive suggestions that can help 
guide your revisions and strengthen the likelihood of acceptance. We are hopeful you 
will be able to complete revisions and resubmit at your earliest convenience so that the 
review process can continue. 
 
When you submit your revised manuscript, please include a note indicating how you 
handled each of the recommendations in your revision. Because it will be read by the 
reviewers, please be as specific as possible and do not identify yourself. In addition, 
please stay within the 6,000 word limit, including all references and tables. 

Sincerely, 
EDITORS 

 



Accepted after Revisions 
Dear Author: 
 
Thank you for making the final tweaks requested by our 
reviewers. We are pleased to accept your manuscript in its 
current form for publication in a future issue of the NAME OF 
JOURNAL. 
 
You will receive copy edits to review, proofs for checking, and 
instructions for transfer of copyright in due course. 
 
The publisher also requests that proofs are checked through the 
publisher’s tracking system and returned within 48 hours of 
receipt. 
 
Thank you for your contribution to NAME OF JOURNAL and we 
look forward to receiving further submissions from you. 
 
Sincerely, 
EDITORS 

 



Celebrate! 

0 Keep track of your publications 

0 Add to your CV/resume 

0 Keep a paper copy as well as electronic copies  

0 Note acceptance rate, etc. at the time of publication 

0 Contact the editors 

0 Thank them for their support through the process 

0 Volunteer to be a reviewer 

0 Inquire about future themed issues 



Comments/Questions? 

0 Feel free to email us directly 

0 Dr. Chepina Rumsey 

0 chepina@ksu.edu  

0 Dr. Lotta Larson 

0 lottalarson@ksu.edu  

mailto:chepina@ksu.edu
mailto:lottalarson@ksu.edu

