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An Overview of  
Education for Sustainability 

 
 

When you wake up tomorrow, the world will be a bit less 
hospitable.   The earth will be a warmer place, the air will be 
more polluted, the supply of safe drinking water will have 
diminished, less food will be available per person, and the 
biodiversity will be reduced.  Social, health, and economic 
disparities will be evident not only in the comparisons of 
national wealth, but even within the richest nations the gaps 
between the richest and the poorest will contribute to social 
instability.  The planet will be more crowded and still most of 
the wealth will be in hands of a few.  



What are we talking about? 
 

“Sustainable development is development 
that meets the needs of the present without 
compromising the ability of future 
generations to meet their own needs. 
 

It contains within it two key concepts:  
the concept of 'needs', in particular the essential 
needs of the world's poor, to which overriding 
priority should be given; and 
the idea of limitations imposed by the state of 
technology and social organization on the 
environment's ability to meet present and future 
needs.“ 
 
(Report of the World Commission on Environment and Development: 
Our Common Future, 1987 – Brundtland Report) 

 



Representations 
of Sustainability 
 



“G Rendell” Model 



Ensuring opportunity for all 
people of current and future 
generations (by establishing 
fair socio-economic systems 
based on ecological balance). 



An Interesting 
Convergence: 
 
Purpose of 
Education 
 
 
 
 
Purpose of 
Sustainability 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



An international imperative from 
Rio+20: 
 “The Future We Want” 

230. We recognize that the younger generations are the 

custodians of the future, as well as the need for better quality 

and access to education beyond the primary level. We 

therefore resolve to improve the capacity of our education 

systems to prepare people to pursue sustainable 

development, including through enhanced teacher 

training, the development of curricula around 

sustainability, the development of training programmes 

that prepare students for careers in fields related to 

sustainability, and more effective use of information and 

communication technologies to enhance learning 

outcomes. We call for enhanced cooperation among schools, 

communities and authorities in efforts to promote access to 

quality education at all levels. 

 



Given the Why . . . 

 

What?  What do our students need know and be able to 

do? 

 

How ?  How will we prepare them to teach 

sustainability? How will we know we have been 

successful?  

 

When?  When do we do this?  Is it an another thing to 

“cram” into the curriculum? Or is there something 

foundational about it? 

 

 

 . . . throughout teacher education. 



It truly is worth it! 



If higher education is to be relevant to our society today and in 

the future it must prepare its graduates with the knowledge, skills 

and dispositions to create a healthy, just, and sustainable society 

that provides opportunities for success to all its members.  

Higher education must become a part of that changing society 

and it must change with the evolving, sustainable society.  It is 

the responsibility of each of us who works in and with the higher 

education enterprise to ensure that it does. 

Visit AASHE at 

www.aashe.org 

for resources and 

professional 

development 

opportunities 

http://www.aashe.org/

